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DE rien XII, 12. 


— Foraſmuch as he hath no Part nor Inheritance 
with you, 


HAT Men, devoted to the Auer of the © 
Miniftry, might meet with as few Avocations. 
as poſſible from the Duties of their Function, 

it pleaſed God, in ſettling the Jeuiſb Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 

to exempt them from the ordinary Cares and Concerns of 
the World; by aſſigning them a Maintenance that re- 
quired neither their Skill nor their Labour to acquire :. 

For this is the Reaſon given by Moſes, and by God him- 

ſelf *, why the Levite bath no Part nor Inheri tance with. 
bis Brethren: | 
Dre this Plan, and, ie upon the me Kind 

of Support, the Schools of the Prophets were founded; 
that they, having na earthly Purſuits to divert them, 
might be the more at leiſure to attend the Buſineſs of 

Religion; to ſtudy and inculcate the Laws of Moſes, 
and to qualify themſelves and others to. be fit Me engere 
and Prophets of the Lord. 

Uron. theſe Principles the two. Gans Univerſities 
of this Land ſeem to be. erected: For the Proviſion, 
which the Piety of their Founders has made for theſe 
Societies, is directed and adapted ſolely to the Purpoſes 
of a ſtudious and contemplative Eife. Accordingly, the 
Members of theſe learned Bodies are engaged in the 


et See Numb, Arn 21, 24. Deut. x. 8, 9. 
A 2 Intereſts 


N 
* 
* , as 


[ 4]. 
Intereſts of Humanity and Religion; their Studies and 
Employments are, to cultivate Men's Minds. and: Man- 
ners, and to adorn with every Accompliſhment the hu- 
man Soul; that there may never be wanting a Number of 
Men furniſhed with proper Abilities and Attainments to 
ſerve God both in Church and State. In theſe Semina- 
ries of Religion and Learning the Clergy of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church are raiſed, and from thence ate tranſ⸗ 
planted into the Houſe: of the. Lord; and that they may 


not afterwards be choak'd- with tbe Riches. and Cares of 


the World, but flouriſh: in the Courts. f our. God, they 
Itkewiſe have o Part nor Inheritance with. their: Bre. 
thren : And to ſecure them effectually from engaging in 
worldly Affairs, a Canon of our Church, and the Laws 
of this Land forbid them to exerciſe. any. ſecular Em- 
ployments. 

Tris wiſe Inſtitution of God, and this pious Care 
of our Anceſtors in conſequence of: zit, have had, in the 
moſt material Points, their deſigned Effect; for Learning 
and the Knowledge of Religion, the natural Culture of | 
unembarraſs'd Minds, by this Means flouriſh and abound; 
— Theſe: preſerve Knowledge ;, theſe are the Cherubims. 
that cover the Ark of God, the flaming Sword that * 


every Way to keep the Way ef the Tree of Life; 
ſhould we be permitted to go one ta: his Farm, and > 


ther to his Merchandize,. the Key of Knowledze would be 


foon loſt, and the Vineyard of the Lordibe laid waſte; it 
would not be pruned nor digged, but there would came up. 
Briars and Therns, But as in all Tranſactions. where 
Man is a Party, there will be Imperfection; ſo here, our 
Want of Acquaintance with the World is oftentimes at- 

tended 


[5] 


tended with temporal Inconveniencies; which, though 
ove;-bzlan.ed by the ample Appointment made for the 
Jewiſh, re, too often, very ſenſibly felt by the leſs- 
provided-for Chri ian Clergy : And if to this Cauſe be 


added ſome Appendages both of our Education and Pro- 


feſſion, together with the common Infirmities of Human 
Nature, we hall find an affecting Solution of the Miſ- 
fortunes that occaſion this Anniverſary Meeting. 

Tur Words I have made choice of for my Text, are 
delivered by Moſes as a Reaſon why the Levites ſhould 
be hoſpitably entertained by the reſt of the Tribes, and 
that Reaſon is founded on a Command of God that this 
particular Tribe ſhould have wo Iuberitance. But as this 
Command of God is in ſome meaſure adopted into the 
Laws of Chriſtian Nations, and the Uſage ot our own in 


particular is conformable to it, the Reaſon is ſtill very 


cogent that the Chriſtian Clergy ſhould meet with the 
like friendly Reception, And as it oftentimes happens, 
from ſtated, or accidental Cauſes, that they cannot make 
Proviſion for their Families in Caſe of Mortality ; I beg 
Leave to transfer their Intereſt in the Text to their Wi- 
dows and Orphans, as the proper Objects of that Aſſiſt- 
ance, which their Huſbands, or Fathers did not, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, want; or, out of Modeſty, did not aſk for, 
In order to this, permit me to lay before you, 


Firſt, Some of the Impediments that prevent Clergy. 
men from making Proviſion for their Families in 
caſe of Mortality. 

Secondly, Some ſingular, if not peculiar Circumſtances, 

that recommend their Widows and Orphans to our 
- Compaſſion, Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, Some of the private Comforts, and publick 
Advantages arifing from making Proviſion for them. 


Firſt; That it may be neither Matter of Cenſure or 
Surprize, that the Families of the Clergy are not always 
ſo well provided for as we could wiſh, it may be proper 
to account for it; for accounted for it may be, without 
the unkind Imputation of Folly or Extravagance. 

IN order to this, let us take under Conſideration the 
whole Series of a Clergyman's Life. 

In the early Part of it, when others are acquiring a 
Knowledge of Men and Things, we are acquiring 
Learning, and a Knowledge of Books; and a Sort of 
Learning that indiſpoſes us for the Traffick of the 


World. The Greek and Roman Moraliſts, by their 


pompous Reaſonings, make our young Minds even en- 
thuſiaſtic in our Contempt of it; their Poets fire our 
Imaginations, elevate us above ourſelves, and make us 
forget the Wants of a mortal Condition, As we advance 
farther, and approach nearer to the Temple of the Lord, 
a calmer Courſe of Studies indeed ſucceeds; but equally 
diſparaging of the World, and much more awful and 
authoritative, We may ſay of the former, the Lord 
was not in the Wind, or the Earthquake, or the Fire; 
but after the Fire, comes a fill ſmall Voice, that gives 
a Sanction to the ſame Train of Thinking under proper 
Regulations, and makes this philoſophical Independence 
a Means to the Accompliſhment of a more exalted 
Wiſdom and Knowledge. 

Bor if we had not theſe Sentiments and Prepoſ- 
ſions in 9 of the World, yet the Want of more 


carly 


ESE 

early Experience and Application to Buſineſs muſt 
paturally hinder us from making any tolerable Advan- 
tages of it, The Foundation of moſt Men's Fortunes 
is laid betimes, and the Building is commonly carried up 
to ſome Height, before Ve have either Skill, or Mate- 
rials to begin with. Skill we have not; as for the 
Reaſons before given, ſo for this, becauſe we have had 
no Encouragement to endeavour after it; it being not ſo 
much wanted to acquire, as afterwards to manage our 
Acquiſitions; and as for Materials, God knows, they 
often come to us when we may ſay with Barzillai, Can 
T diſcern between Good and Evil? Can I taſte what 1 
eat, or what I drink?----It they come at all; for how 
many do we ſee ſtrugling all their Lives upon the ſcanty 
Appointments of others, or, what is worſe, upon ſome 
little Acquiſitions, miſcalled Livings, of their own; 
which are juſt enough to open the Paſtoral Expences, 
and either difappoint the Beggars they invite to the 
Door, or make more and greater within? 

By r ſuppoſe ſome few of us are ſo fortunate as 
to get a Competency of Preferment carly in Life, and 
Have been ſo provident as to lay in a moderate Know- 

ledge of the World; yet there are other Impediments 
in the way, that cuncur to keep us from making any 
profitable Ule of it. In the Progreſs of our Education 
we mix with Men of Diſtinction and Fortune, who 
think is no Diſhonour to admit us to ſome Degrees 
of Intimacy and Friendſhip with them; and this hap- 
pens at a Tune of Life, when we are much more 
diſpoſed to imitate others than to think for ourſelves; 
of them we inſcaſibly contract a Taſte ot Things, 


which 


[8] 


which is too often above our future Circumſtances and 


Condition, And this Caſe is unavoidable, unleſs it 
ſhould be thought right, with Jerohoam, to make Prieſts 
of the loweſt of the People, and give them as lo an 
Education; or to bring them up immured by them- 
ſelves, and fo peſter the World with the Superciliouſ- 
neſs and Auſterities of the Cloyſter. I mention not 
therefore theſe Circumſtances of our prefent Education 
with Regret, but with Honour and Gratitude ; 'tis aur 
Misfortune only that we cannot carry on Life upon the 
fame Principles we generally ſet out with. I muſt add, 
that to be unacquainted with Buſineſs has been ſo long 
our Characteriſtic, and annext to our Profeſſion, that 
the World claims it by a Sort of Preſcription ; on which 
Account, we are often obliged to decline ſome reaſon- 
able Advantages, rather than take the Benefit of a 
Knowledge fo generally thought inconſiſtent with our 
Characters. 

Uron Preferment attend all the Duties of the Paſto- 
ral Office: And the firſt, as the Credentials of our 
Miniſtry, are Acts of Charity, of which the Apoſtle 
bids us be Examples; and indeed we muſt be ſo often- 
times beyond our Circumſtances, if we would prevail 
upon others to go and do likewiſe, It would be happy 
for us, if Men would judge more freely for themſelves 
of the Objects of Charity that ſollicit them, and of the 
Proportion of worldly Goods they can, and ought. to 
ſpare tor ſuch Uſes : But, at preſent, our Examples are 
commonly the Rule for both ; on which. Account we 


are frequently obliged to give above what we are able, 
and make the moſt exquilite of all rational Pleaſures, 


lite= 


9 J. 


ltetally, a Lobour of Love. Theſe are Inftances where 


| we let our Light ſo ſhine before Men that they may ſee 
| our good Works : There are others of a more private 
Nature 'in which we' are daily exerciſed; for as our. 
Office carries us to the Houſe of Sickneſs and Affliction, 
we ſee more of the Poverty and Diſtreſs of People than | 
other Men; and we do not ſee and paſs by on the other [1 
Side. I mention not this laſt Circumſtance as a Burthen v1; 
for I know who has promiſed that what we thus lay out 
ſhall be paid us again And indeed it is, in a great on 
meaſure, paid us again already, by the Continuance and 
Increaſe of this Charity; which, like the Cloud of Elyah, 
was at firſt no bigger than a Man's Hand, but now ſends 
a joyful Rain upon the Inheritance of God. 
.  HosP1TALITY is another Duty of the Paſtoral 
Office, that admits not of any of the ſaving Maxims of 1 
worldly Wiſdom, but opens every Spring of the Heart, A 
and flows with Bounty and Liberality. In its primary [1 
Senſe, it implys a kind Reception and Accommodation of x 
Strangers: But as it is to be practiſed by Us, it conſiſts in 
a free and generous Reception of the People committed 
to our Charge; in an Openneſs of Countenance, as well 
as of Doors, according, to a Roman Writer x; and in 


doing them all good and friendly Offices: Which Duty 1 
Wie particularly are obliged to practice, both by Scripture ? 
and Reaſon, By Scripture, becauſe we are expreſly | 
commanded to be given to. Hoſpitality, and to be Lovers 


eee . a 4 oh 5 ' $-\ Ti d eiten 

* ® Cora ut Aditus ad te diurti atque nocturni pateant; neque Foribus 
ſolum Ædium tuarum, ſed etiam Vultu ac F ace) Xe ef. Atimf Janua; 
"juz fi ſignificant Voluntatem abditam eſſe ac retruſam, parvi refert patere 
Oſtium. Quint. Cc. de Petit, Conf. ad M. Tull. Fratr, 
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of | Hoſpitality By Reaſon, becauſe nothing tends more h 
{ 


to the making dur Minifry uſeful to Mankind; as it lets 
us into a Knowledge of the particular State and Condition 
of our: People, invites them to throw off all Diſguiſe, 

and unfold themſclves to us; and thereby ' furniſhes us 
with Opportunities of giving them Advice, better adaptet 
to their reſpective Circumſtances, and in a Manner lefs 
diſtaſteful than what they can receive by the beſt Dif- 
courſes from the Pulpit: And thus it becomes profitable 


for Doctrine, for. Reproof, for Corre#ion, for Infirufion 


in Righteouſneſs; that they may Er perfect, thoroughly” fur 
niſpd unto all. good Works, It is therefore a very falſe 


and criminal Delicacy, that, on account of the Meannefs 
of their, Stations, the Uncouthneſs' of their Manners, or 
the Inelegancy of their Converſation, refuſes a friendly 
and hoſpitable Intercourſe. with the loweſt of the People 
committed to aur Charge; eſpecially as a Man may ac- 

commodate himſelf to all Conditions of Life, and put 
bimſclf into all Shapes, without ever loſing his eſſential 
Form, or departing from his Dignity. On the other 
Hand, the World puts a very uncandid Interpretation 
upon our Conduct, when it calls our Condeſcenſion, Vul- 
garity, and every little Departure of ours from the ſtricter 
Laws of Oeconomy, Profuſeneſs ; when both of them 
ate very often owing to a different und laudable Cauſe, a 
well- intended Hoſpitality. The Uſe of this Virtue is 


indeed very diffuſive; and may be ſeen every where; but 


eſpecially. in Country Pariſhes; where we oſten find it 
neceſſary to civilize as well as reform, and to file off the 
Apperitas agreſtis before we introduce. the is kc] 
neſs 15 the S Nor + 


; xe 


79 


„Hann I ſhould be glad to loſe this Head; but, as 


Pol lays, if I juſtify myſelf, mine own Mouth fball con- 
demn me, if I jay am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me 
perverſe'; and therefore I frankly own that Miſcondud is 
ſometimes the Occaſion of theſe Misfortunes. "The In- 
Nances, I hope, are rare, and wherever they are found, 

enough of the Cauſes before-mention'd to extenuate 
their Guilt will be found with them. But let ſuch Men 
be excluded the Benefit intended by my Text, as unde- 
ſerving of it; yet their injured innocent Widows 
and Orphans cannot, upon any Principles of Charity or 
Reaſon, And this brings me to conſider, 


Secondly, Some Singular, if not peculiar Circum- 
andes that recommend the poor Widows and Orphans 
of Clergymen to our Compaſſion. 

Ix may be obſerv'd that a Clergyman, on account of 
His liberal Education, and the intrinſick Honour of his 
Profeſſion, generally matches into a Family of Credit 
and faſhionable Appearance; ſo that moſt probably the 
dear Companion of his Life comes out of a Houſe 
where Adverſity never yet enter d. She has been 
prought up with great Tenderneſs, indulged the innocent 
Diverſions of Life, and met with many Marks of Reſ- 
pect and Eſteem in the World: Nothing has yet hap- 
pened to put her in mind of the Uncertainty of _— 
Happineſs ; and in our Proſperity we are not apt of 

ourſelves to make ſuch mortifying Reflections, but ra- 
ther to think we ſhall never be caſt down; there ſhall #0 
Euil happen to us, By a Change of Condition theſe 
Emoluments are ſo far from ceaſing, that they are rather 
B 2 height- 


— — — 
= -—_ 


— k.- 
* 

- 

a w— 

_ as... ll. N 


˙—Uä——b— H — ̃ ꝛ ꝛꝗ—wſf— —ͤ——r e — I 


—_— I "© aN 
ä—— — — —-¼ 


— - -_ 
(ny — = 5 
* 1 * 
— . - — U— — — 


— * 
— . > __ — ws 
ON 3 


Hope that partakes 


io favour ſuch 8 
the impending Evil in all its ſad Conſequences; ſo that 
Poverty comes on, not only with the Strength of an 
armed Man, but with the Privacy ef @ Thref in the 
Night, I muſt further obſerve, that by converſing, 


T x2 ] 


heighten'd and improved by the Acceſſion of others; 
and Adverſity, by a common Deception, ſeems to be at 
a greater Diſtance than ever: 
Life, ſhe ſees more of the Weakneſs and Wants of 
People that daily aſk Relief, and is 
ſure of her on Strength from thence, and to form a 
Security upon the Comparil 
Cloud ariſe that threatens to eelipſe this Happineſs, 


For in this new Sphere of 


apt to take the Mea- 


pariſon. - And if at any Time a 


Hope, with its friendly Companions, ſoon diſpels it; a 
not of Covetouſneſs nor Ambition, 
but a ſimple and modeſt Hope that they that preach the 
Goſpel ſhall live of the Goſpel. From thefe Cauſes it 
happens, that ſhe is unapprehenſive of the Scene's chang- 


ing, at leaſt, to ſo tragical an one, as it often does: For 
where there has not been a preparatory Series of Diffi- 


culties, and there is not a natural Gloomineſs of Temper 


peculations, it is impoſſible to forebode 


perhaps, many Years with an ingenious Man, her Mind 
3s refined and made more delicate; by which Improve- 


ment of her Underſtanding the Senſe of her Adverſity is 


greatly quickned; for groſs Minds do not ſo eaſily admit 

the ſubtile Pain that ariſes from Reflection. Something 
of the ſame Kind may be ſaid of the Orphans of Clergy- 
men: For the tender Uſage they meet with when 
young, makes their Lofs and Diſappointment the ſe- 
verer ; it being much more caſy to live always in a low 
2 than to fall into it from a plentiful one; as 


13 1 

the Natives of an unhealthy Climate fare better under it: 
than Foreigners that come out of a better. 

I will not enter into a Deſcription. of theſe unhappy! 
Objects, . eſpecially the firſt, at the Onfet of Grief upon 
the Death of their Huſbands; it is a Scene too melan- — 
choly for Me to repreſent, and for the Generality of this l 
Aſſembly to hear. It will be leſs ſhocking to follow . 
one of them in a calmer Hour, when the Sallies of- . 
Paſſion are over. And the firſt Thing that occurs, is, 
that as the Defire of her Eyes, ſo the Staff of her Life: . 
is taken away ; ſhe preſently diſcovers that the ſmall Re- 0 
mainder of Subſtance is not her own; but that the Cre- 
ditor is at hand to tale away what ſhe ſcemeth to have; 
ſhe finds no Property but her Children, a Property that. 
ſtimulates Grief, and makes it more intolerable. Now, 
as Job ſays of himſelf, They that dwell in her Houſe; 
and her Maid count her fer a Stranger, ſhe is an Alien. 
in their Sight ; ſhe calleth her Servant, and he giveth. 
20 Anſwer, ſhe intreateth with her Mouth to uo Purpoſe, 
Her next Thoughts are how to ſubſiſt herſelf and- 
wretched Family. The World is too full of Adepts in. 
Buſineſs to admit Novices into any tolerable Share of its 
Profits; the Rich and the Great in too many -Engage+ 1 
ments to take Notice of ſilent Want; they are either ö 
talking or purſuing, or in a Journey, or peradventurt 8 | 
fheeping and muſt be awaked. She knows not · where ta F: 
begin her little Penury ; which of her. few. Articles ta y 1 
tetrench firſt ; and where ſhe can bear the moſt Want, 
and ſuffer leaſt ; ſhe weigheth her Grief, and logerh her-. 
Galamities in 8 Balance together, 


* 


1414 
EanA L i the Misfortune of the Orphans of pbor 
Clergymen, tho' pechaps not at firſt ſo affecting their 
Diſtreſs ; they being rather Objects of our rational Fa- 
culties before they become Objects of our Paſlions, and 


therefore our Commileration is nat ſo inftantaneous in 


this Caſe as in the other. But when they are placed 
before us in a proper Point of View, and we conſider 
where their Loſs principally centers, we ſhall find as 
much ' Cauſe to pity their Fate, and to endeavour to 
make it leſs rigorous and ſevere; Beſides the common 
Support ef a decent and comfortable way of living, they 
have loſt the Informer of their Minds, and the Regula- 
tor of their Manners : The Clue which was to lead 
them ſaſe through the Labyrinths of à bad World, is 
relaxed, by the Falling of the Hand that held the other 
End, and yields to all the Wanderings and Excurſions of 
giddy and unthinking Youth : And thus are they left to 
enter upon the Stage of the World, imperfect in their 
Parts, and unacquainted with the Drama, whoſe ſole 
Subſiſtance depends upon auen . re 
on it. | | 

Bur as alloiting en thts: Senses of Didtreſs may 
be, I do by no means endeavour to move your Com- 


paſſion indiſeriminately, nor to carry you above the 


Conſideration of Virtue and Goodneſs in the Objects 
themſelves: For I do not think that a ſufficient Degree 
of Merit is derived from the bare Circumſtance of their 
being the Widows:and/Orphans'of Clergymen; and in- 
deed the Laws of the Society are founded on the ane 
Principles; which (that we may be aſſured tbe Seed wwe 
fow fas on good Ground) require Certificates of their 


1 


Behaviour Before they can be relieved. Nor deed is 


ie ſo much my Aim to excite your Pity (ſor I Inow your 
Charity) as to congratulate you upon the. beneficial It 
Aucnees- of it; which Eule a meh more un 
GE, permie ne, n 


: Thirdly, To ep before you 5 of t the beats Cow 
forts and publick Advantages of it. 

FAHRER N is not a kinder: Office: than to ſwvoth the 
Bed of Sickneſs at[the/rieedfub Hout of Death; and the 
_ greateſt worldly: Diſturbance (indeed: I can think of no 
other from the World) comes: from the heart-breaking 
Thoughts, of a, Wife and Children being thrown: deſti- 
tute into a bad World: For, though the Conſciouſnefs 
of a Life ſpent in doing good, may enable a Man to 


bear up under any adverſe Change of Condition, with 


reſpect to himſelf; it cannot pacify his Tenderneſs and 
Concern: for thoſe of his own Family. But this Charity 
blunts, at leaſt,” the Edge of ſuch painful Reflections; 
for though it he not a Fund ample enough to fold up 
the Arms of the moſt indolent, it is certainly ſufficient 
to-adininifter Comfort to the moſt dejected. But the 
greateſt. Comfort is: undonbtedly td the Objects them- 
ſelves 3- as it! delivers: them from the Miſeries and Temp- 
tations of extreme Want, and diverts them from com- 
paring their preſent: Sufferings with their former Happi- 
neſs; which would be greatly irritated and increaſed by 
ſuch a Compariſon: For this ſcaſonable Relief interpoſes 
itſelf betwixt them, and ſhuts/but;: ot obſcures the View 
from the one to the other. It comes not indeed with 
the Salutation,Seul tate thine eaſe, for Store is laid up for 
enen a thee 


1 
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dern, Men of contracted and Hliberal Minds will be apt 
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tba for manyFears,; but with the comfortable Promiſe; 


.devell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt: be feu; it pre: 


ents Deſpair, which freezes up our Faculties, and ren- 
ders us both unable and unwilling; to endeavour at 
living; for Hope is the Spring of all Action, and when 


that fails, all the other actuating Principles fall with it. 


This Charity is not a little improved, and made more 
acceptable, by the Channel through which it is con- 
veyed:: For by reaſon of that Relation ſubſiſting among 
the Clergy, their Widows and Orphans can with leſs 
Pain communicate their Difficulties, and receive Aſſiſt- 
ance; and fo that Confuſion that ariſes in ingenuous 
Minds under ſuch ſort of Da, Is gray ex- 
tenuated, if not vrholly prevented. 

Bu r, beſides the common Motives of Humanity, 
chat incline us to commiſerate the Wretched in all 
Stations of Life, there are Reaſons of à publick Nature 
that require ãt more ꝓarticularly at our bands towards 
the Objects of this Charity. If People of Metit and 
ſome Station are ſuffered to fall down. upon a Level 
with the Vulgar without any publick Notice or Con- 


to think, that all Diſtinction lies in Wealth, and that 
chat makes the whole of the Difference between one 
Man and other; and conſequentliy tat Virtue (which is 
the Support of every Society, and alone gives Stability 
to publick, as well as priyate Happineſe) has no Share 
in conforring the Honours of Rank and Superiority. It 
would alſo leſſen Men's Notioni of that Subordiriation 
of one Condition to another, vhich is ſa neceſſary, that 
ithout it there would be nothing but Confuſion and | 
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Diſorder in che World. Beſides, well-principled Minds 
ate a Treaſure to Soy. of ineſtimable Value; for when 
the City is in danger, nothing but a virtuous Wiſdom can 
deliver it; and I may fay, without aſſuming tuo much to 
my Profeſſion, that no Children are better taken care of 
and. inſtructed than the Children of the Clergy ; it muſt 
be ſo in the Reaſon of Things, becauſe Education is 
moſt commonly their whole Patrimony. From this 
Prediſpofition therefore, | this early Bias in favour of 


if we beſtow upon it the neceſſary Culture to bring it to 
Maturity eſpecially when we conſider the natural Deſire 
in ull ingenuous Dependents to render themſelves ſtill 
more acceptable to their Benefactors, and the infinite 
Obligations the — when it condeſcends to 
repreſent a Father. 

Bur the greateſt Adveatigs of all is, its Tendency to 
ſupport and promote Religion. 0 long as the World 


is govern'd by its preſent Rules of Judging, the Dignity of 


the wiſeſt Inſtitution cannot be upheld, unleſs the Ad- 
miniſtrators of it be preſerved from Contempt; and it 
-is from Externals generally that Reſpect is ſecured ; for 


Things, but form their Opinions from Appearance only. 


All Nations, both barbarous and polite, have been ſenſible 
of this Truth, and for that Reaſon have always made liberal 


Proviſion for, and conferr'd outward' Marks of Eſteem 
on thoſe who officiated in holy Things. The Magi in 
Pera, the Brachmant in Hulia, and the Druids in this 
our Iſland, were all diſtinguiſhed by Poſts of Honour 
REP Among the Urrciam, and afterwards 


G among 


Virtue, we may promiſe outſelves all imaginable Succeſs, 


vulgar Minds eſpecially do not enter into the Reaſon of 


t 
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; 
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dency to the 
vance the Honour of God ? Then whoever thinks wor⸗ 
_thily of the Supreme Being, and the Neceſſity of Reli- 
gion with Reſpect to himſelf, and the World about him, 


whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 


CI: Things-are. Leh, 2 Things ara 
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among the Romans, their Kings performed the Rites of 
Religion; and after it was found convenient to ordain 
other Prieſts, ample Proviſion was made for them, tree 
W external Marks of Reſpect ſettled upon them. 

Wu Ar has been ſaid may be addreſſed to all Rayla 
and Orders of Men; becauſe ſome: of the Confiderations 
affect us we ate Human, others as we are Social, 


| wa of them as we are Religious Creatures. 


Dos this Charity oftentimes compoſe we Mind at 
ern Hour of Death? Then whoever carries his 
Thoughts forward to that unavoidable Period, and con- 
ſiders the Neceſſity of Calmneſs and Serenity at that mo- 
mentous Juncture, will encourage and promote it. 
Are theſe Objects of undeſerv d Diſtreſs ? Then tis the 
proper Gratification of Compaſſion to relieve them; and 
this binds every Man, for whoever miſtakes this F lower 
for one of the Weeds the Prejudices of: Education have 
Planted in his Mind, deſtroys the greateſt natural Beauty 
in it, Pity being founded in human Nature, and as old 


as the Creation iĩtſelf. Is this Charity of publick Uti- 
lity ? Then it claims the Protection and Favour of all 


Men that wiſh well to Society; for no private Conſidera- 
tion whatever can excuſe us from promoting every Ten- 
publick Good. Does this Charity ad- 


will readily contribute tewards it. Finally, Brithrex, 
whatſoever Things are true, n Things are honeſt, 


good: 


9 
* 
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Praiſe, They all conſpire to recommend this Charity. 


23-1. wiz detain you no longer upon a Subject, which; . 


I.khow,\moſt, and T hope all here preſent, have already at 
Heart Hut it becomes me, in the Name of all the 


the Clergy, to acknowledge with Gratitude our Obliga- 
tions to the many generous Contributors this Charity has 
met with in the Morld. Gold and Siluer we have none 
to make them a temporal Return; but our conſtant 
Frayer to Gad ſhall he, that * may be t in the Day 
of the Lord Feſus. 

AND as we are conſcious to ourklres, my R everend 
Brethren, of the Reaſons why we meet with ſuch Favour 


poſe Men to give Help in the Day of Adverſity; for 


be no Widow fo make Lamentatian, 


To the Goediiefs' of our Lives, let us join our un- 


wearied Diligence and Zeal to promote this Charity, and 
particularly by our own Contributions; that we may not 


be accuſed of laying that Burthen upon Men's Shoulders 
55 we ourſelves will net move with dne of our Fingers. 


Let it be our conſtant Aim, by Exhortation, by Per- 
ſuaſion, and by every honeſt Method of Addreſs, to auge 


ment the Number of its Friends; and if any of us have 


found? 


good Report ; if: there be any Virtue, and if there be any- 


Objects of it, and in the Name of the whole Body of 


and Encouragement, let it be our daily Care, by a due 
Vigilance and Atterftion to the Duties of our Office, to 
deſerve the Continuance of them. This will pre-diſ- 


there is a Complacency in relieving Objects that come 
to us under. ſuch complex Advantages, that far exceeds 
the ſimple Affection of Pity : And this is the moſt pro- 
bable Method of preſerving this Charity, till there /hall 
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Jakes let us-40/h tr -Profparity ; you; broauſt of tbe Hol 
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M Ress in the Sight of te Rich and chæ Great, let 


us, Bke Jo/eph, aſſign over foine ſhare of it, at leaſt, 6 
the Service of our Brethren and Companion; tar whoſe 


theſe Rndeavours let us add our Praiſes and Thankſfiviti 
to God, as for his Protection in general of his Chu 
and People, fo for this Inſtance uf it jn-particalur;;4i 
which we are ſo intimately concerned. Let bur Song be 
, 'of the Loving Kindneſs ef the Lord; and with 
er Math lt ws vr be ſhowing arts Trac from 
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Gneration do Generation, | IN, WALLY e 
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